SECTION 7.0
CIVIL DEFENSE COMMUNICATIONS

7.1           The national Civil Defense organization operates under the
office of the Secretary of the Army.

7.2           The national Civil Defense structure is divided into Regions,
each of which serves a number of states. The national structure
terminates at the state level, each state being individual units
separate from the national organization.

7.3           Each state has an Office or Department of Civil Defense es-
tablished by some form  of State legislation or administrative
order. The State CD Offices have a master plan of survival that
is complementary to the Region plan on the national level and
to the state subdivision plans on the local level.

7.4           Two important functions of the state offices are those of plan-
ning and supply. Their plans are so drawn as to utilize the cap-
abilities of existing state agencies and political subdivisions in
a manner that the every day activities of these entities are best
coordinated to meet the sudden demands of state or national
disaster.

7.5           Public  Safety  communications  are  the  nerve  center of the
state Civil  Defense effort, especially  to the extent that they
furnish a back-up service to the normal means of communica-
tions. Public Safety Communications are thus an existing, func-
tioning,  organized communications  capability that is in daily
use and that can be immediately utilized to consolidate, coordi-
nate, and unify the survival efforts and facilities of the Public
Safety agencies for Civil Defense purposes.

7.6           One of the most important CD responsibilities of Public Safety
communications is that of disseminating initial attack warnings
and   subsequent   condition   reports.   Attack   warnings originate
in the North American Air Defense Command  (NORAD) and
warning messages are transmitted over the National Warning
System   (NAWAS)   to  designated warning points that are lo-
cated at several strategic points in each state. The Public Safety
communications systems receive warning  messages from these
key warning points. In some instances they are received by relay
rather than direct.

7.7           There are possibilities of errors being made during the trans-
lation of state CD messages as they leave the CD system and
enter the state Public Safety systems since CD terminology and
Public Safety terminology are usually not alike.
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